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Dedication 
 

Oregon Donor Program dedicates this book to the 
families who have given the gift of  life and to those 
whose lives have been saved and healed by donation.  
We thank everyone for sharing their heartfelt stories, 
memories and contributions to the Threads of  Life 
Quilt.  Their courage and commitment is felt by all 
those who view the quilt and this book. 

 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Rekha Manmohan Patel  

(Donor)  

Rekha came from a rich cultural background thus this quilt square is of East Indian origin with 

paisleys and oil lamps.  The motifs depict the ñGift of Lifeò Rekha was able to give to a few 

lucky people ï all symbols of eternal life.  Each motif symbolizes a different organ that was do-

nated by Rekha: -  two paisleys ï two kidneys, two oil lamps ï two lungs, two oil lamps ï heart 

and limbs, and the rich fuchsia background is for the tissues and bone marrow.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by the Patel family. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Bonnie Jean (Wiens) Hubbard (Donor)  

Bonnie Jean (Wiens) Hubbard 

 December 1929 ï January 2003 

No acknowledgement was wanted or needed.  Just a simple belief that death should not prevent 

one from helping others when possible.  When the soul is gone, the vessel might still hold hope 

for others.  Let that help be given.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by the Hubbard Family. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Donald L Morgan (Donor)  

My dad, Donald L. Morgan, was in the military for 20 years and that is why the square is a flag.  

I think he would get a kick out of what I did because he knows I canôt sew a straight line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Joyce L. Wright, daughter. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Joe Smith, (Donor)  

Joe and Eula owned and Operated Joeôs Valley Service in Trout Lake, Washington from 1979 

until 2002, when he retired.  We were able to have ten months to do a little traveling, camping, 

fishing and riding ATVôs until he had an ATV accident in Florence on the dunes, which re-

sulted in his death.  Joe always wanted to be an organ donor, as we had a friend who received 

cornea implants years ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Eula Smith, wife. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Jeffrey Lieb (Recipient)  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Samantha L. ñSamò Damron (Donor) 

Sam was born August 19, 1998 and was with us only a little over five years.  Someone might wonder how 

someone so young, who was sick throughout her life, could have lived such a significant life, but Sam did!  

She was a wonderful gift to her family and others.  Thatôs the true miracle of Samôs life-although she ap-

peared so helpless, yet in her neediness she gave so much to others around her.  In thinking about her life, 

several words stand out.  First is her joy.  Sam suffered most of her life from the Cockanye Syndrome she 

had, but despite that she was a bundle of joy! Even when she was sick she still smiled-it was as if Jesus was 

holding her the whole time, and she knew it.  Sam had an infectious smile that drew you to her-you couldnôt 

help but smile in return. She would smile and often laugh-like when playing with a balloon, or playing with 

the wrapping from a present, or taking a bath, or floating in the hot tub, or dancing with mom or grandma or 

grandpa. You didnôt always know what she was laughing at, but it was wonderful.ò The second word that 

comes to mind is touch.  Sam loved people, and wanted to touch everyone she met-thatôs how she got to 

know you, especially as she gradually lost some of her other senses, her sight and hearing. She loved more 

than anything to be held by her loved ones, Allison, Donna and Clair. She died peacefully in her motherôs 

arms, feeling that wonderful touch that she loved so much.  Another word that comes to mind is music.  

Sam loved the sound and feel of music; she loved dancing to music.  The nursery workers at church would 

bring her into the main service to hear the music, because she loved it so much.  She gave her heart as an 

organ donor to save someone elseôs life, who needed it.  Sam truly was and is ñour little angel.ò 

 

Submitted and designed by Donna Hoff. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Samye June Flowers Steward (Donor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Novella B. Steward. 

 

6G1 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Marv Olson (Donor) & Brenda Kay 

White (Recipient)  

My name is Brenda Kay White and I received a kidney transplant on June 23, 2003 from a dear 

friend, Marv Olson, who is an ex-Marine and a true hero.  Thanks, Marv.  This is a picture 

taken of us at a family picnic given in honor of Marv.  This picture was taken two months after 

our transplant.  Now six months after the surgery things are excellent.  I also want to thank my 

husband, Marvin White, Sr. This all started the morning of our honeymoon and Marvin has 

been here by my side every step of the way.  Thanks for the caring and the love.   

 

 

Submitted and designed by Brenda Kay White. 

 

 

 

 

6H1 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Bill Graham (Recipient)  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Paul Orlando (Recipient)  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Blake Adams (Donor) & Joseph  

Adams (Recipient)  

This quilt square celebrates the miracle of organ and tissue donation that has touched three generations 

of a family.  In October 1985, Audrey Adams received a cornea that succeeded in preventing loss of the 

eye.  The timing proved to be ironic.  Audrey returned home from her cornea transplant to learn that her 

second grandchild had just been born, a boy named Joseph who was the firstborn child of her firstborn, 

Blake Adams.  Of ten grandchildren Audrey claims today, the one whose birth coincided with her tissue 

transplant became the one whom needed an organ transplant later on.  Joseph Adams was barely 9 years 

old when, in November 1994, he was hospitalized with renal failure and diagnosed with a rare kidney 

disease.  The illness turned a once healthy 8 year-old boy into a 9 year-old dependent on a dialysis ma-

chine to survive.  He remained on peritoneal dialysis treatment for the better part of two years.  The 

quest for a kidney transplant was an adventure in itself.  Even though Joseph had a living donor avail-

able, his first three surgery dates were all canceled due to ill-timed infections.  After a long and frustrat-

ing summer in 1996, the forth time proved to be the charm when Joseph received his fatherôs left kidney 

on September 9th of that year.  Dr. Barry performed both operations at Oregon Health Sciences Univer-

sity in Portland, Oregon.  In 2003 Joseph got his first job, started his senior year in high school, and be-

came an Eagle Scout.  For his Eagle project he gave back in an inspiring way---collecting games, books, 

videos, and other items to help keep children entertained while on dialysis at Emanuel Hospital.  

Submitted and designed by Blake Adams, donor. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Mr. Martinez (Recipient)  

Our father received a kidney donation.  His seven children and wife are proud to be represented 

in this quilt making tradition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Joan Martinez. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Mark Greenly (Donor)  

My son, Mark Greenly, was killed in a motorcycle accident in June 2003.  His wish to be a do-

nor was honored by his sister, Denyse Hergberg of Lebanon, Oregon with whom Mark lived.  

We are very proud that this was his wish.  It is such a privilege to design a square for the 

Threads of Life Quilt in the honor of my son, Mark.  The square that I am submitting reflects 

Markôs interest.  He was an avid wilderness camper, an Oakland Raiders fan, and a Harley 

Davidson rider.  He was a skilled woodworker and his sisters, friends and I have wonderful 

samples of his work.  Family was very important to him.  We all miss him so much.  I wish you 

much success in creating awareness for donors. 

 

Submitted and designed by Phyllis Bell, mother. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Tiffany ñPocoò Danielle Daugherty 

(Donor)  

This quilt square is a heart outlined with Tiffanyôs name, dates and her silhouette in the center.  

Tiffany was a very special young lady to all that knew her.  She was full of LOVE, LIFE & 

GENEROSITY.  Her wishes before she entered eternal life were to be an organ donor.  Her do-

nations included her heart, lungs, liver, pancreas, kidneys, bone, tendons, ligaments, veins, skin 

and her corneas.  Tiffany was very outgoing and had a bubbly personality.  She loved people of 

all ages, nationalities and all walks of life.  She was a model and an aspiring actress.  She loved 

writing poetry, photography, water sports, Raider games, going to the beach, sunbathing, hang-

ing out with her family and having fun.   

 

 

 

Designed by everyone in her family and hand stitched by her great-aunt Sophie. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Organ & Tissue Donation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by LaVena Secrest 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Samye June Flowers Steward (Donor)  
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It is a pleasure to submit a quilt block in the memory of my sister-in-law, Samye June Flowers 

Steward.  Samye passed away in July 2003 unexpectedly with a stroke at age 64.  She and her hus-

band had just moved from Arizona to Oregon to be near their grown sons and their families.  She 

had a whole ñbasketfulò of beautiful grandchildren.  Samye was a sister to me in the truest sense of 

the word in more ways than I can count.  She had a sparkle in those dark eyes of her and a teasing 

grin always.  I have submitted a quilt block called ñStarry Nightò because Samye loved the stars and 

I have said numerous times that her star still shines as she looks down upon us.  She would love this 

block for she cherished her collection of quilts even though she could not sew a stitch.  She loved 

being the caretaker of these quilts and respected the women who had made them.  We were all 

proud of Samye in choosing to be a donor.  This is simply whom she was ï always lending a help-

ing hand and always there for the other person.  Hopefully, you will consider becoming a donor af-

ter seeing this quilt and the many blocks representing the donors.  Some are no longer with us, 

while there are those who are.  However, contributing to the gift of life is one of those ñultimate 

giftsò one can give.  Please enjoy the quilt and what this represents. 

 

Submitted and designed by Paulette Kraybill, sister-in-law. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Douglas Wayne Keepers (Donor)  

Isaiah 40:29-31 The Lord gives strength to those who are weary.  Even young people get tired, then 

stumble and fall.  But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength.  They will be strong like eagles 

soaring upward on wings; they will walk and run without getting tired.  Doug was active in his church 

and went to Russia on a mission trip.  He had a very deep faith in the Lord. He knew he was loved by 

God and would spend eternity with Him.  Doug believed in the Lordôs forgiveness and saving grace.  

Dougôs favorite activity was riding his Harley Davidson.  He loved the symbol of the eagle for it repre-

sents strength, beauty, grace, dignity and freedom.  In December of 2002, Doug had surgery for a frontal 

lobe brain tumor.  He was taken to heaven on  

June 1, 2003.  He leaves behind his wife Cindy, his sister, his mother, two children, Todd and Terina; 

three grandchildren, Kayla, Dylan and Destiny ï represented by the stars on the quilt.  We miss Doug 

very much.  He was kind, generous, humorous, loving, caring and faithful.  We are proud that he gave 

his eyes so that someone else could have the gift of sight.   

 

Submitted and designed by Cindy Keepers, wife. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Rachel Ashmun (Recipient)  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Organ & Tissue Donation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Cari Bennett and the Legacy Transplant Program. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Richard Patman (Recipient)  

Richard Patman received a kidney on October 15, 2003 at Good Samaritan Hospital, in Port-

land, Oregon.  Richard is a retired life insurance company executive.  He sings barbershop in 

Eugene, Oregon.  He graduated of the University of Southern California in 1961.  Richard and 

his wife Esta have been married 41 years.  They are parents of two daughters and the grandpar-

ents of one grandson.  Esta and Richard are currently living in Eugene, Oregon.   

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Esta Patman. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Susan Giobbi, (Recipient)  

I have an eye condition called ñChandlerôs Syndromeò, which normally results in repeated cor-

nea transplants, alternated with another eye surgery called a trabeculectomyôs.  I was first diag-

nosed when I was 43 years old.  It was the kindness of the tissue donor from whom I got the 

first transplant that renewed my spirit and made me realize I was still part of the world of peo-

ple.  Today, I am grateful that the tissue lasted 16 years!  Currently, I am recovering from my 

second transplant and again, feeling grateful.  Between the two transplants, I had the experience 

of being with each of my parents as they died.  I discussed organ donation with them prior to 

their deaths, and I felt so privileged to be able to offer the gift in return to someone else.   

 

 

Submitted and designed by Susan Giobbi. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Susan Giobbi, (Recipient)  

I have an eye condition called ñChandlerôs Syndromeò, which normally results in repeated cor-

nea transplants, alternated with another eye surgery called a trabeculectomyôs.  I was first diag-

nosed when I was 43 years old.  It was the kindness of the tissue donor from whom I got the 

first transplant that renewed my spirit and made me realize I was still part of the world of peo-

ple.  Today, I am grateful that the tissue lasted 16 years!  Currently, I am recovering from my 

second transplant and again, feeling grateful.  Between the two transplants, I had the experience 

of being with each of my parents as they died.  I discussed organ donation with them prior to 

their deaths, and I felt so privileged to be able to offer the gift in return to someone else.   

 

 

Submitted and designed by Susan Giobbi. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Edmund Whitlock  
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