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Dedication 
 

Oregon Donor Program dedicates this book to the 
families who have given the gift of  life and to those 
whose lives have been saved and healed by donation.  
We thank everyone for sharing their heartfelt stories, 
memories and contributions to the Threads of  Life 
Quilt.  Their courage and commitment is felt by all 
those who view the quilt and this book. 

 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Darwin Dean Martin  

(Donor)  

My square is a bow that we add to gifts we give.  DARWIN DEAN MARTIN gave his eyes as 

a gift.  Darwin was a gift I had for 25 years.  He loved his family, five boys, two girls and 11 

grandkids, his two dogs, 4-wheeling in the sand dunes and camping.  He was Mr. Fix It, always 

prepared and a friend to everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Bernice Martin (Wife).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Lois Millspaugh  

(Recipient)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Lois Millspaugh (Recipient).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Reynor Harju  

(Donor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Sonja Harju (Mother).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Joyce Ann Funk Ziemlak  

(Donor)  

While I contemplated what I would do to make my square, I kept thinking of this picture of 

Joyce and how she looks like she is walking off to heaven.  Joyce was a real angel of a daugh-

ter.  She was an avid DUCK fan and could hardly wait for football season to arrive.  Her office 

was decorated in green and gold, and every chance she got she decorated the showcase out front 

with her duck things.  Joyce Ann Funk Ziemlak was a very giving person and so she was a do-

nor.  Her eyes went to two different people who are now able to see.  Her heart went to a father 

of four.  Her liver and both kidneys went to three others.  Her pancreas was used for research.  

While we miss her greatly we are comforted by the fact that she goes on living in the bodies of 

others.  Joyce was a loving mother and her children always came first.  She was widowed at a 

young age with a five year old and a three year old.  After being widowed she decided to move 

and return to school.  She attended the University of Oregon and received her Masters of Sci-

ence in Industrial Relations graduating with top honors.  She went to work for Lane Transit Dis-

trict where she was a valued employee.   

Submitted and designed by Diana Funk, (Mother).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Jeffrey Kalvelage  

(Recipient)  

Love as a way of life has two meanings for us.  One is the transplant process that links love and 

life between us.  And the second way represents the bond between our mother and our selves.  

This phrase was inscribed on our motherôs gravestone.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Jeffrey Kalvelage and Nancy Kalvelage. 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Dolores Golden (Living Donor) & 

Lee Golden, Jr. (Recipient)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Lee Golden, Jr. (Recipient).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Howard Benyas (Living Donor) & 

Laura Ellsworth (Recipient)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Laura Ellsworth (Recipient).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Walter F. Hackney  

(Donor)  

Walter Franklin Hackney, sometimes known as ñFrankò or ñMr. Hackneyò to his sister, passed 

away suddenly on Monday, November 22, 2004 at the St. Johnôs Medical Center in Longview, 

Washington.  Frank was proud to have served his country in Vietnam as a member of the 15th 

Air Cav.  He was a life long resident in Oregon.  He was a half owner of Triple H Trucking in 

St. Helens, Oregon and drove trucks most of his life.  Frank was a commercial driver and loved 

the ocean, kids, pets and being right.  Frank is survived by his mother, Ruby Kaer; his sister, 

Robbie and her husband, Stephen, their son Kurt and family Lisa, Kolby, and Kaleb; his brother 

Richard and his brother Mark and family Susan, Sophi, Nyall and Alana, and his Aunt LuRee 

Ensworth. Frank will be missed by his friends and neighbors.  When you were winning a dis-

cussion, Frank used to always tell you, ñIôm not going to be around here much longer and youôll 

be sorry when Iôm gone!ò  He was right again.  Heôs gone and weôre sorry.  He will be missed.  

Frank was passionate about his country and his time in Vietnam.  He believed strongly in the 

Vietnam Veterans Association. 

Submitted and designed by Robbie Hanson (Sister).  

7H1 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Rob Coy  

(Donor)  

This quilt square is in memory of Rob Coy.  Rob passed on into Heaven on January 27, 2004.  

On January 28, 2004, Rob donated his kidneys and liver.  Rob was born in Oregon on October 

4, 1950.  Later he and his family would move to Idaho.  As a child he raised sheep for 4-H and 

won many ribbons.  During his teenage years he spent countless hours riding his horse Sissy in 

the desert.  In his early twenties Rob began his 30-year career in the heating and cooling busi-

ness.  Rob had many friends and was loved and respected by all.  Rob loved collecting all kinds 

of treasures, from something as small as marbles to items as big as tractors.  He had begun to 

learn how to play the guitar several years ago and was working on a wonderful collection of 

guitars.  He also loved to play golf with his good friend John.  But most of all he loved spend-

ing time with his family.  Rob was a wonderful son, father, grandpa (Pa), brother and uncle.  

His love and kindness will live forever in our hearts.   

 

Submitted and designed by Gayle Coy (Mother) and Melissa Harris (Niece).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Deborah K. Marsh  

(Donor)  

The square background is light yellow.  In the middle is a picture of Deborah with a butterfly 

right above her.  To the left and right of the picture are sunflowers.  Deborah Karroll (Albright) 

Marsh was born in Ridgecrest, California on February 23, 1972.  She passed away on October 

12, 2004.  She was part of a family of five.  She had two younger brothers.  At age 21 she had 

an aorta heart valve replacement.  She was married to her husband Jason in April of 1998.  

Moved to Portland, Oregon in June of 2001.  She was a graphic designer, and had just started a 

new career as a student at East-West College, in Portland, for massage therapy.  She wanted to 

become a Doctor of Holistic Medicine.  She was a unique and gentle soul, who touched every-

oneôs heart she met.  She loved life and the world around her.  Everyday was a new beginning 

for her.  She always had a smile on her face.  Her favorite place in Portland was the Japanese 

Gardens.  She will be missed by many.   

 

Submitted by Carol Hartney and designed by Deborahôs Aunt Diane.  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Daniel Danzer  

(Donor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Charlotte Ing (Aunt).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

B.J. Knight  

(Recipient)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by B.J. Knight (Recipient) & Mabel Knight (Wife).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Kathryn Langston  

(Recipient)  

My quilt square is called ñMy Cup Runneth Overò and it shows the names of my family flow-

ing out of a teapot.  The teapot and cups are blue.  This symbolizes my complete happiness to 

be alive to enjoy the lives of all I love.  The idea for the square was my own, and with my sis-

ters input and the creativity of my Aunt it was brought forth to perfection.  The square honors 

someone I donôt know and the family that so unselfishly gave of themselves.  I received a kid-

ney on March 19, 2003.  COURAGE ï Many people say I had a lot of courage to go through 

the challenges I went through the last 6 years but I say a family I may never know had more 

courage.  They made the choice to unselfishly give a part of their loved one.  Someone died so I 

may live.  I almost canôt bear the thought.  COURAGE breaking through their tears, they made 

a choice so others may live.  I am able to enjoy life to its fullest, enjoy my 5 children and 6 

grandchildren, see life, experience life and appreciate life.  ALL THIS IS DUE TO A FAM-

ILYôS COURAGE.  NOW everyday I live my life to the fullest. ñMY cup truly runneth over.ò  

For this I say a DEEP ABIDING HEARTFELT THANK YOU. 

Submitted and designed by Kathryn Langston.  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Margaret McBean  

(Donor)  

 

Margaret McBean had 8 children and more grandchildren then we could count, along with the 

loved nieces and nephews, step grandchildren, great grandchildren, and anyone else that wished 

to call her Mom, Aunty and or Grandma.  She remembered them one and all during the holidays 

as well as any needy family she heard of.  And she gave the gift that keeps on giving.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Rosa Lee Hays.  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Nancy Flores (Living Donor) & 

Hector Flores (Recipient)  

Our quilt square is a circle of hearts, representing the Gift of Love and Life to Hector Flores of 

Vancouver, Washington, from his wife Nancy.  Our kidney surgeries were done on May 24, 

2004, one day prior to our 32nd wedding anniversary.  We are forever grateful for the loving 

care, and compassionate and excellent treatment, from the team at Legacy Transplant Services.  

The square was designed by Nancy Flores, using a pre-designed cross-stitch pattern, which 

originally said, ñHome is Where the Heart ISò (also appropriate!) and is surrounded by a back-

ground of hot chili peppers, our daughterôs idea.  Hector loves to cook spicy food, including an 

annual batch of tamales, which he shares with his doctors.  His other favorite activities include 

fishing, hunting, gardening, carpentry and cooking of all types, especially Texas barbeque, 

which usually involves a friendly rivalry with his identical twin brother, Bert.  

 

 

Submitted and designed by Nancy Flores, (Wife).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Elliot Edward Tavares  

(Donor)  

Elliot was born in Wahiawa, Hawaii, and passed away in Roseburg, Oregon.  He lived and 

loved life to the fullest.  He loved hunting, crabbing, camping, gardening and cooking.  Most of 

all, he loved being with his family and friends, laughing and playing jokes.  He had a favorite 

saying, ñOf the greatest things weôll ever learn, the greatest is to love and be loved in return.ò  

He was our shining star and is deeply missed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Mae Tavares.  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Austin Love Wright  

(Donor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Millie Wright.  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

David Lee Southwick  

(Donor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Laura Southwick (Sister).  
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Elaine Marie Foster  

(Donor)  

Elaine Marie Foster ï Born:  March 1, 1929 in Cosmopolis, Washington.  Died:  September 29, 

2004 in Battle Ground, Washington.  Married for 55 years to Gene L. Foster. She was a mother 

of 5 children, with 9 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.  Our mother, Elaine, spent her 

life enjoying Godôs simplest blessings: nature, birds, and her family.  She spent endless hours as 

a quilter making quilts that were sent all over the world for Lutheran World Relief.  Her forgiv-

ing nature, sense of humor, infinite capacity for love and affection, and devotion to her family 

will live on in us forever.  The words on the quilt are our representation of our mother.  We 

chose these words from our hearts, to describe her to you, she was one in a million, and she was 

our ñSarge.ò  

 

 

 

Submitted and designed by Wendy Humphres (Daughter).  
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