
Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Richard Ray Church Jr. (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This quilt square is for Richard Ray Church Jr.  He was funny and loved to laugh, joke 

and tease. Richard was artistic and creative with metal. He worked on cars and loved 

sports of all kinds. As a child he played Babe Ruth baseball, ping pong and was on the 

high school diving team. As an adult, he loved to play basketball on a team or one-on-

one. He coached childrenôs basketball for many years and loved to play pool. He was an 

avid Raiders and Lakers fan. Win or lose, they were his teams. He also enjoyed the 

holidays and family get-togethers. He always found time for his family. He shined 

wherever he went and will be forever loved and missed. 

 

Eye Donation:  June 7, 2007 

 

Designed and submitted by Diann J. Pottorff (Mother) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Evelyn L. McCord (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evie McCord was born in Clarinda, Iowa. She moved with her family to Cozad, 

Nebraska where she attended elementary school and graduated from Cozad High School 

in 1962.  The values she learned there she carried with her all of her life.  A Christian, she 

was baptized into St. Christopherôs Episcopal Church in Cozad in 1963. Evie worked in 

newspapers in Nebraska before moving to Colorado in the late 1960s. She then moved to 

California where she began her career as a motor route carrier for the U.S. Postal Service. 

She was later a plant supervisor at the main post office in San Diego. In 1993 she 

transferred to the main Portland post office. She was with the U.S. Postal Service for 19 

years and loved her job because she knew she was providing a vital public service. Evie 

died way too soon when she was only 63, and was a plant supervisor at the time of her 

death.     

 

Evie cherished her family and friends. After a hard day at work, she treasured her quiet 

time. For her that was settling back with good coffee in her favorite cup with a book or 

crossword puzzle. She was one happy, contented lady. 

 

July 3, 1943 ï January 16, 2007 

 

Designed by Peggy Wyatt and submitted by Pat Tague 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Scott Taylor Ginther (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This square is in honor of Scott Taylor Ginther who lost his life at 45 years on August 9, 

2007. He was a donor. Patient, courageous and inspirational best described him. Because 

of his condition, he taught us all to value the human spirit. He was brave and inspired 

others to wear helmets when they skied. His patience taught others to slow down and not 

take themselves too seriously. He was an overall great man and we all miss him. 

 

This quilt square is orange for his favorite color, with flowers for his passion. 

 

August 9, 2007 

 

Designed and submitted by Vergie Karlson (Loving Aunt) 

 

 

10C7 

 



Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Joel Lynn Clark (Donor) 
 

 

 

Joel Lynn Clark was born on March 11, 1977 in Longview, Washington to parents John 

Leslie and Sharon Kay Clark. He attended school in Clatskanie, Oregon and graduated 

from Clatskanie High School in 1995. He was baptized and confirmed at the Faith of 

Lutheran Church in Clatskanie. Joel was a member of the Boy Scouts for ten years, from 

Tiger Cubs through Eagle Scouts, and was nominated to Order of the Arrow. He played 

little league baseball, football, saxophone and wrestled in Jr. High. He enjoyed fishing, 

hunting, hiking, 4x4ing, playing his guitar, and he loved to cook.  He was employed as a 

production manager at HygienicProducts in Vancouver for 5 years.  

 

Joel developed Cardiomiopathy and passed away from an infection on September 15, 

2007 at the age of 30. This Peace Dove was made in honor of him. He is survived by his 

parents, John and Sharon Clark; his grandmother, Marian Hefley; his brother, John Clark 

Jr.; his sister, Jill (Clark) Jacques; and his niece, Julia Clark.  

 

 

Eye, Tissue and Bone Donation:  September 15, 2007 

 

Designed and submitted by Sharon Clark (Mother) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Lisa McGrew-Siegfried (Recipient) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa McGrew-Siegfried has proven that a person can have not just one, but two hearts of 

gold. This quilt square is presented in honor of her and the heart transplant she received 

on July 24, 2005. 

 

Lisaôs spirit has been an inspiration to all of those around her. After months and months 

surviving an illness, she now thrives. We are all thankful for the Providence Heart Clinic, 

Donate Life Northwest, and for the ultimate gift of a heart, making it possible for Lisa to 

still be with us. This heart square was made to represent Lisaôs love of the outdoors and 

nature. The vines and plants are in Lisaôs favorite colors of green, teal and maroon, along 

with other earthy and natural tones. 

 

Heart Transplant:  July 24, 2005 

 

Designed and submitted by Kathryn and Sharon Karr 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Dolores Hamilton (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This quilt square was designed in loving memory of our mother Dolores Hamilton. It 

represents her love of reading, sewing, piano, the culture of Alaska, and her beloved 

Chihuahua. Doloresô eye donation provided corneas for two recipients. 

 

 

Eye Donation:  July 19, 2007 

 

Designed and submitted by Lisa Ortega and Lola Wilson (Daughters) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Matt Kamasz (Recipient) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Kamasz was born May 4, 1971 in Portland, Oregon. He enjoyed an active lifestyle 

of cross-country running, tennis, traveling and hanging out with friends. After graduating 

from high school, he attended Portland Community College. His interest in law 

enforcement then led him to the Los Angeles Police Academy.  Matt was diagnosed with 

idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis/scleroderma in 1998. At that time, he was a few years into 

his career as a police officer. His disease progressed slowly at first until 2003 when his 

health began declining rapidly. He married his wife, Sarah, in August 2003.  Matt 

received transplant care at the University of California-San Francisco. He waited thirty-

six days on the transplant list before receiving his new lungs in July 2005.  

 

Less than a year later, Matt was a participant in the National Transplant Games. He 

currently works on his physical conditioning and training to return to police work while 

working full-time as a Civil Technician. To date, he does not know the identity of his 

donorôs family, but offers immense gratitude for giving him the Gift of Life.  This square 

represents Mattôs police career and his goal of getting back to work. 

 

Double Lung Transplant:  July 25, 2005 

 

Designed and submitted by Deborah Jones 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Alice Nork (Recipient) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidney Transplant:  March 2000 

 

Designed and submitted by Alice Nork 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Ann Torgerson (Donor) and Tom Zyp (Recipient) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janice and Tom Zyp met Ann and JV Torgerson when Janice and Ann taught together in 

the Hillsboro school district. In 2002, Tom found out he was in need of a kidney 

transplant and Janice mentioned to Ann and JV that she was not eligible to be a donor. 

Within minutes, both Ann and JV offered to donate one of their kidneys. The decision 

was made that Ann would be the donor. The successful transplant took place on July 22, 

2002. Ann jokingly said she had to be back to school by the last week in August. 

Amazingly, Ann was back and teaching part time for the first two weeks of school. Both 

Ann and Tom have been in good health since the transplant. At one of their weekly 

Friday night dinners, the two couples planned a trip to Hawaii for spring vacation. During 

their trip, Ann and Janice increased the median income of many of the quilt shop owners 

on the islands, while JV and Tom visited many of Kauaiôs golf courses and kept the used 

golf ball hunters very busy.  

 

Ann Torgerson is a life saver and a true friend. Ann and JV, we love you. 

 

Living Kidney Donation and Transplant:  July 22, 2002 

 

Designed and submitted by Janice Zyp (Wife and Friend) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

David W. Clem (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A true patriot and hero for his country as a Navy Pilot, David Wendell Clem reached the 

rank of Commander before serving 22 years. In addition to making life-long Navy friends 

in each stop of his career, David would remodel and update every home with his family. 

With David being a ñJack of all Tradesò we were able to do almost all of the work 

ourselves, from construction and welding to electrical and plumbing. David enjoyed auto 

restoration and woodworking, and in his later years, he built a computer from the ground 

up. As a volunteer for many organizations, David was always willing to help, and he 

never hesitated to drop what he was doing to help out a friend. David Clem left a lasting 

and positive impression on everyone he met. 

 

David always liked the Peanuts comics, especially Snoopy as the Red Baron, who shared 

his love of flying. Our family dachshund was even named Red Baron. This quilt square is 

assembled in red, white and blue to show David Clemôs patriotism. 

 

Eye Donation:  December 3, 2006 

 

Designed and submitted by Debbie Goodwin (Daughter) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Judge Roderick McLean (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge Rod McLean was very proud of his Scottish heritage. The patch and plaid on this 

quilt square is from the McLean family crest and was made in honor of his passing on 

September 12, 2007. Judge Rod McLean had recently started his third term in Columbia 

County as Justice of the Peace. He loved family camping and fishing trips or any excuse 

for large family gatherings. His kids and grandkids were fond of spending the night when 

in town. Theyôd wake up to enjoy his famous biscuits and gravy, although not necessarily 

enjoying the 5 a.m. breakfast call served with them. Rod was loving, caring, 

compassionate, wise, well respected and devoted to his family and career. His warm 

personality and sense of humor left a lasting impression on all who knew and loved him. 

Even though Rod McLean is no longer with us, he will always be part of us. 

 

Organ, Tissue and Eye Donation:  September 12, 2007 

 

Designed and submitted by Sandra, Debbie and Lynn McLean (Loving Family) 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Wilbert John Koivu (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2, 1918 ï May 22, 1999 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Amelia Koivu 
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Threads of Life 

Honoring 

 

Aaron Iturra (Donor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidneys, Heart and Pancreas Donation: October 3, 1994 

 

Designed and submitted by Janyce Iturra (Mother) 
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