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Dedication 
 

Oregon Donor Program dedicates this book to the 
families who have given the gift of  life and to those 
whose lives have been saved and healed by donation.  
We thank everyone for sharing their heartfelt stories, 
memories and contributions to the Threads of  Life 
Quilt.  Their courage and commitment is felt by all 
those who view the quilt and this book. 

 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Travis Vincent Hays (Donor) &  

Charles Bierman (Recipient)  

The quilt square is the green ribbon of the organ donor.  It has a small print on the background.  Travis 

Hays was 10 ½ years old when he died in a car accident in October 2000.  He was a 5th grade student at 

Salmon Creek Elementary in Vancouver, Washington.  He was bright, very enthusiastic about science, 

technology and art.  He read voraciously.  He was a very committed Cub Scout and hoped to someday 

achieve Eagle in Boy Scouts.  He enjoyed fishing, camping, hiking, model rocketry and had a very ac-

tive outdoor life.  He also loved to play soccer and prided himself in being the ñgreat wall of Chinaò in 

his defense position on the soccer field.  Travis loved his family and friends and was a friend to all who 

knew and loved him.  He will be forever in our hearts and memories. 

 

 

 

 

Designed by Billie Schauwecker 

Submitted by LaVonne Bierman (Wife) & Charles Bierman (Recipient) 

 

8A1 



Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Kenneth Dillion (Donor)  

This quilt square is for Kenneth Dillion, 1/31/47 ï 11/14/05.  This square represents Kenôs love of hunt-

ing, the outdoors and animals.  Ken loved to tell and play jokes.  He loved his family.  If someone 

needed help, he was always the first to give all he could give.  He will be missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Diane Pottorff (Mother-in-law) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

James L. Hall (Donor)  

The colors of the square represent Jimôs favorite color green, the red designs he liked in his ties and 

shirts, and the cherry orchard he owned and operated in the Columbia River Gorge for many years.  The 

names on the square are the nicknames his family had for him, Papa Bear to Claudia, Daddy to three 

children and their spouses, Poppie to five grandchildren, son to Al & Clara and friend to all.  The picture 

captures the essence of Jim, always the cheerleader, smiling and looking enthusiastically to the future.  

He gave 150% to everything including his career and family.  Born in California, he moved to a farm in 

the Northwest right after Mt. St. Helens erupted.  I met Jim when he hired me at the Vancouver Clinic.  

He was confident in my abilities and potential, even when I wasnôt.  My daughter and I were fortunate to 

be welcomed into his home and family. Jim left us on May 13, 2005 and was able to give his corneas 

and tissues.  He is and will be missed every day. 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Kim Hall (Daughter-in-law) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Raymond L. Levine (Donor)  

The quilt square is made from a pair of my husbandôs jeans that were so worn he cut them off for shorts 

on our trips to Jamaica.  The square represents his love of cowboys, all westerns and country western 

music.  His favorite drink was Pepsi.  He also loved to play solitaire while watching TV.  Ray was the 

youngest of seven children born in Gardena, California on January 29, 1944 to Birdie and Jack Levine.  

Ray was a drill sergeant in the US Army and worked at McDonnell Douglas Aircraft for 30 years.  He 

had five children, five grandchildren and a great grandchild.  When we moved to Bend, Oregon in 1999 

to enjoy its peace and beauty and semi-retirement, Ray worked part-time helping handicapped adults.  

Ray always put his family and OTHERS first.  Everyone liked him and children especially were drawn 

to his ñspiritò.  His love of life and laughter was insurmountable and he handed out patience, kindness 

and understanding like candy.  I am so honored that Ray chose to spend his life with me.  ñYou all be 

good to one another.ò 

 

Crafted by Velma Levine (Sister-in-law) 

Designed & submitted by Linda Levine (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Gladys F. Bauman (Donor)  

The quilt square backing is from a ñCathedral Windowò quilt Gladys had begun; the angel is one of 

many she made for friends and relatives. Born in 1914 in Attalia, WA, she moved to Vancouver in 1929 

and worked as a cashier at the Castle and Kiggins Theaters where one of her fondest memories was be-

ing invited to a tea hosted by George Marshall and his wife. She and her husband Warren owned 

Baumans Grocery for 15 years.  Gladys enjoyed family activities, playing cards, watching baseball and 

traveling, was active in her community and a 50 year member of the First Presbyterian Church in Van-

couver.  In addition to her work, Gladys always had time to help others, and she gifted friends and fam-

ily with her creative handiwork projects.  For her quilt square it seemed appropriate to include items she 

had made herself.  The photo was taken on Gladys and Warrenôs wedding day in 1941 and on their 60th 

anniversary in 2001.  When the anniversary picture was developed, it was heart warming to see that they 

were holding hands just as they had on their wedding day.  Gladys is survived by her husband Warren 

and daughter Christine. 

 

Designed and submitted by Christine Bauman (Daughter) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Frank Allen Durand (Donor)  

Frank Allen Durand died on February 28, 2005 at the age of 64.  He was always a big believer in organ 

transplants.  He was a very caring and giving man. Frank was a quadriplegic when he died and was 

afraid that all his organs would not be good for anything.  His eyes were excellent and a pretty blue so I 

was very happy that he could donate them through the Lions Eye Bank of Oregon, I speak for Frank 

when I say how very glad I was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Tonya Durand (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Betty Earlene Crosby (Donor)  

The pink cotton material is from Bettyôs grandmotherôs dress and the appliqu® rose represents the red 

roses she and her grandmother loved.  Betty, one of 6 children married young and had 

4 children, 3 girls and 1 boy, 8 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.  She was a wonderful person 

and a very good worker. She loved jewelry and lying in the sun. I changed her diapers and cared for her 

often in her young life.  She later stayed with me and cared for my children so she was like my own 

daughter. We took her to see Jerry Lee Lewis when she was about 14 years old.  She had no paper for 

him to sign his autograph on so she had him sign her arm.  When we got home, she put clear fingernail 

polish on it; she let it dry well and did it again for 2 or 3 days.  When she peeled it off, it came off in one 

piece so she had a true autograph of Jerry Lee Lewis that she treasured.  She was a very happy girl.  She 

was a treasure.  We all loved her very much and we will miss her. 

 

Designed and submitted by Erma G. Vioen (Aunt) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Michael Scott Duffield (Donor)  

Mike was a happy-go-lucky child and carried that approach into adulthood.  He had a good heart and 

cared about people.  He was a bricklayer by profession and enjoyed building things.  He loved to salmon 

fish and camp.  His hobbies included aquarium fish and restoring junk into something useful.  We were 

married in 1982 and built a lot of good memories together.  He had a good sense of humor and was fun 

to be around. On the day he died, we saw the most incredible looking rainbow.  He died on January 22, 

2005 and gave his heart, liver and eyes, and I understand all recipients are doing well.  He is missed by 

all, especially me, but I hope to see him again someday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Sheila Duffield (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Thomas B Morris (Donor)  

Designed and submitted by Susan Morris (Mother) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

James William ñMikeò Heller 

(Donor)  

The quilt block consists of a cross stitched square containing the three titles that Mike was known by to 

his family:  ñDadò for his children, ñMichaelò for his wife and stepchildren, and ñPappyò for his five 

grandchildren.  A heart to symbolize our love for him separates each title.  His full name is stitched be-

low the titles.  March 24, 1939 ï November 4, 2004.  He was a cornea, bone and skin donor. The cross 

stitching is bordered by a ribbon the colors of our nationôs flag to honor his patriotism and service in the 

US Navy.  Michael Heller was a learned and ambitious man with a true zest for life.  He worked as a 

lawyer but his real love was his family.  He was a warm and funny man with a cheerful word for every-

one and a quip or joke for every situation.  Michael was energetic in every way, staying physically fit 

and pursuing many activities and hobbies.  He took great joy in the simple pleasures of life; most re-

cently that was watching his grandchildren grow and blossom before him.  He was a truly beautiful hu-

man being and was loved by all. 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Barbara J. Heller (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

William D. Gillespie (Donor)  

Bill Gillespie was born November 25, 1937 to Evelyn and Donald Gillespie.  He spent most of his life in 

Appleton, Wisconsin between his familyôs farm on Ballard Road and his businesses with his brother-in-

law Jim.  At age 65 he and his wife of 44 years, Judith, moved to Vancouver, WA to be close to their 

daughter, Suzanne.  Billôs favorite days were spent at his second home on Pickerel Lake in Townsend, 

WI.  He loved nothing more than sitting down and talking with people he loved.  He was quick to laugh 

and was always generous with clever jokes and light-hearted retorts.  Billôs life was full, rich and won-

derful. He touched many people with his down-to-earth common sense and was known as a true friend 

and confidant.  Many loved him; he will be deeply missed.  Bill died May 19, 2005.  The family is set-

ting up a memorial:  The William D Gillespie Stem Cell Research Fund to be directed for Parkinsonôs 

disease research. 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Judith Gillespie (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Robert L Rogers (Donor)  

Bob Rogers was a wonderful husband, a great friend and an honorable and caring man who will be greatly missed 

by his family, friends and his son who is so thankful for being reunited with the dad he loves.   He died October 13, 

2006.  In loving memory, Jette, Ed and Anne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Jette Rogers (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Arnold R. Neely (Donor)  

Arnold (Arnie) Roy Neely passed away October 29, 2004 at age 54 of a heart attack and donated his 

eyes and tissue.  He married his high school sweetheart, Carol (Dawson) Neely, had four children and 

worked for the City of Chiloquin until he moved to Echo, Oregon in 1995.  While with the City of Echo, 

Arnie was instrumental in building the RV Park, Oregon Trail Arboretum, developing many parks, cam-

paigning for the Umatilla County Community Service program, and working on the new skate park for 

the kids.  He was ñfirst on sceneò of 20 plus years on the Echo Fire Department and also assistant fire 

chief for many years, co-founding the Echo Boosters and Ft. Henrietta Days, served on the school board 

for 8 years, and also the ñChristmas basketò program.  He gave of himself and believed in the donor pro-

gram, especially when his daughter-in-law had a liver transplant.  His grandchildren miss him as much 

as the town does.  On April 3rd the City of Echo will honor Arnie by dedicating a road in Arnieôs name, 

leading into the arboretum, named Neely Lane. 

 

 

Designed and submitted by Carol A. Neely (Wife) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

April Shaubach (Living Donor) 

&  

This quilt block represents the celebration of the human desire to help mankind and is a reminder that 

what we do makes a difference in another personôs life.  The block design is fashioned from another 

ñGift of Lifeò quilt square made with love by Joel Hatcherôs mom Rebecca for April Shauback express-

ing thankfulness and honoring her for the selfless gift April gave Rebeccaôs son Joel, a precious kidney.  

The fabric and miniature blocks are the same as Aprilôs quilt.  Childhood friends carry strong bonds.  

Joel and April met when they were just learning to walk, and spent many a day in laughter and play, de-

veloping a friendship that would carry them into adulthood.  At about age 10 Joel learned he had a dis-

ease called IGA Nephritis that slowly destroyed his kidneys.  When Joelôs kidneys could no longer ade-

quately filter his blood, he entered the world of home Peritoneal Dialysis.  Upon hearing of Joelôs need 

of a kidney transplant, April knew that she needed to step forward and go through the long process of 

becoming his kidney donor.  April, with an opportunity to give the ultimate gift of life, a kidney, and 

Joel, blessed to receive renewed health and hope for the future, entered Good Samaritan Hospital on 

March 7, 2005, and with the support of family and friends, they came through an event that would bond 

them in a way most precious of all. 

 

Designed and submitted by Rebecca Hatcher (Mother) 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Heidi Kremer (Donor)  

My sister, Heidi Kremer, was a special spirit who did more than most in 32 years.  Although the tragic 

accident which took her life occurred more than 8 years ago, we all continue to miss her.  The quilt 

square was embroidered by her grandmother almost 40 years ago.  Heidi was born May 23, 1966 and 

died June 23, 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Alyce Kremer 
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Threads of Life  

Honoring  

Anne Laraine Gold Harker 

(Donor)  

Anne Harkerôs generosity was a trademark of her life.  She gave tissue and bone and left us her heart and 

soul.  The blue sky is the color of Anneôs remarkable eyes.  The rays are her joy in her grandchildren.  

The sun represents her teaching for 20 years, brightening the minds of countless students.  The green 

field is her opportunity to travel and explore.  The tipi was a place where all were welcome.  The four 

trees are the loved ones who entered Anneôs heart when two families were joined:  Brad, Melani, Marie 

and Jim.  The leaning tree is for Thomas whose love for Anneôs daughter made him her son.  The stream 

represents her giving nature and is sapphire like her birth stone.  The stepping stones are Anneôs ability 

to bring people together.  The plaid path is for the clan.  The grey rocks are challenges she overcame. 

The ñPurple Mountains Majestyò is her deep love for our country and her pride in her sonôs service with 

the Marines in Desert Storm.  The four tall trees represent Jeff, Anne, Mel and Amanda.  The ñHò repre-

sents a cross branch linking mom and Dad Harker.  The copper thread is for Anneôs love of beautiful 

things and Utah history.  The white birds represent Anneôs mom and dad, Elsie and Frank Gold, wel-

coming her to soar with them to heaven. 

 

Designed and submitted by Mel Harker (Husband) 
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