DONATE

LIFE SAMPLE STUDENT PROJECTS

Examples of past student volunteer projects.

Speaker assembly
Many students have set up all-school assemblies where students and teachers can hear from Donate Life Northwest
speakers. Our speakers are recipients, donor family members, and transplant candidates and each one has a unique
connection to donation.

Student-teacher basketball game
This competition combined an awareness-raiser with a fun school-wide event. The entire school was invited to
view a modified basketball game. Each time someone made a basket, the player had to answer a question about
donation before the points would count.

Blood drive information booths
In conjunction with a school blood drive, students commonly contact Donate Life Northwest to supply displays,
informational brochures, and give-aways to highlight organ and tissue donation during the drive.

Fortune cookie facts
As a part of a Donor Awareness Week, these students stuffed fortune cookies with different facts about donation.
The fortune cookies were left on the tables in the cafeteria for the students to read as they ate.

Fund-raiser / awareness-raiser
Two students got together to plan a Donate Life Northwest benefit. The students organized a multi-band concert at
a local restaurant, had speakers talk about donation, and shared donation awareness information while raising
money for a great cause!

Morning DJ announcements
At this school the students contacted the DJs at a local radio and invited them to come down to the school and
perform donation-focused morning announcements. The DJs shared facts and asked trivia questions about
donation. Students would drop their answers in a box by the front office and winners were picked the next morning.
The radio station also donated prizes for the contest winners.

Jeopardy assembly
The entire school was invited to an assembly and one representative of each class was selected to compete in a
Jeopardy-like competition. Each of the trivia questions was related to donation. After the competition, the
winner’s entire grade was given prizes.

Week-long donation statistics
During this school’s Donor Awareness Week, the students wanted to highlight the number of people waiting for
organs in the U.S. and the number of people dying each day for lack of a donor. Each day, the students put up 110
green balloons (to represent the number of people added to the waiting list that day) and 18 red balloons (to
represent the number of people who pass away waiting each day). Over the week, the students kept adding more
and more balloons to the display. This project has also been done with students wearing different colored t-shirts to
represent those people touched by donation.

Garden of Life
Students have planted gardens at schools, hospitals, and businesses in memory of donors. These gardens can serve
a memorial for donors, hope for transplant candidates, and a celebration of life for recipients. It can be a living
reminder of the power of donation.

Peer education
Individually, or as a group, students can learn about donation through a presentation from Donate Life Northwest.
After becoming educated about donation, those students then go on to educate the rest of the school. Students
simply request a few minutes in each of their classes to talk about donation and distribute donor cards to everyone
in the class.

For more information contact:
Kelly O’Rourke, Donate Life Northwest
503.418.4035 www.donatelifenw.org 800.452.1369 ext. 84035
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IDEAS FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

Here are a few simple ideas for promoting donation in your school and community

e Place tables around campus where students can learn about donation.

e Host a school-wide assembly

e Build a float promoting donation to be displayed at your school’s Homecoming
game.

e Host a donor awareness week

o Work with the school newspaper to print an article on organ donation in the paper
or run a public service announcement.

e Arrange with teachers to show their students the video, “Share Your Life, Share Your
Decision” a documentary on organ, eye and tissue donation, in class during donate life
week.

e Host a Postcr contest

e Arrange for speakers to come to speak about their experiences with organ donation and
how it has changed their lives. Open the event to all your chapter members and advertise
the event to other student organizations and the general student body.

e Get your film studies program to make a student documentary about the impact of
organ and tissue donation.

e Host a Run-a-thon/Jog-a-thon/Walk-a-thon to raise awareness on donation, and possibly
raise funds for your group or transplant patients.

e Arrange with your school's Student Run Television channel to show public service
announcements about organ and tissue donation.

e Arrange with your school’s athletic director to include a print advertisement in athletiC
programs.
e Hang pro-donation posters around campus.

e Arrange with local and on-campus businesses/restaurants to give discounts (e.g.
a free small soda) to those who show their donor card.

e Help establish a chapter of Students for Organ Donation at your school.



