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In Gratitude...

Dear Donate Life Northwest Family,  

The organization will have a new executive director when I retire in July, but the mission will 
remain unchanged thanks to a vibrant community of volunteers, staff and supporters. For 
28 years, it’s been my privilege to be the keeper of history and driver for change through 
this amazing community.

In 1985, I was excited just to have a job that fit with my schedule as a parent. Then 
I met Shannon Lusby. About my age, she also was married with two sons – and she 
had a new chance at life through a heart transplant. It struck me, with my father’s 
history of heart disease, this could be me! Suddenly I wanted to work harder, 
so more people would receive their second chance. I will always be grateful to 
Shannon and the many other recipients who inspired me to work hard and try new ideas. 

In the early years, we distributed donor cards by hand, unsure how effective our work actually was. I learned 
meaningful change takes time, planning, effort, and patience as I worked to achieve one of my proudest 
accomplishments – the launching of the statewide registry in 2007. Then I focused on convincing procurement 
agencies to act on the registry designations and align law, public perception and administrative policy. I’m so thankful 
for the collaboration, trust and dedication of those partner agencies. 

I’ve been fortunate to meet thousands of people touched by transplantation and donation. Recipients who live every 
day in honor of their donors and donor families who carry on their loved ones’ legacies have all inspired me to live each 
day to the fullest. For this, and so much more, I’m grateful.

As I prepare to hand over the torch, I’m proud of the strengths of this organization and its community of volunteer 
board leaders, committed staff, dedicated ambassadors, and generous supporters. With your help, Donate Life 
Northwest is positioned to continue growing toward a future where no one will face a desperate wait for organ, eye or 
tissue transplants. To everyone who has benefitted from and supported our mission:  
thank you for these treasures!
 
Gratefully, 

Mary Jane Hunt
Executive Director

Mission  To save and enhance lives through the promotion of organ, eye and tissue donation.
Vision  To ensure that everyone waiting for an organ, eye or tissue transplant receives one.
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WHAT’S CHANGING AFTER 28 YEARS?
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With community support, Donate Life Northwest is implementing 
initiatives to expand outreach, offer more opportunities for 
involvement and further the mission. 

Communities of Faith Initiative: educate faith leaders and 
congregations of various beliefs

Talk to Your Family Campaign: encourage family discussions about 
end of life wishes 

Hospice Initiative: ensure individuals in hospice care have donation 
wishes honored

Curriculum Toolkit: reach 40,000 students by 2015 with materials 
and lesson plans aligned to new standards for high school educators  

Living Kidney Donation Education: in planning stage with transplant 
center partners

At the same time, accelerated efforts to recruit and train new 
volunteer ambassadors in more communities are greatly expanding 
Donate Life Northwest’s reach. Since January, the number of active 
volunteers has increased by 40%!  

Personal interest and involvement are fundamental to success as 
Donate Life Northwest’s new initiatives unfold. Watch for more details 
in the months ahead.
 

Looking Forward: Education & Outreach 
28 Years of Saving Lives

1985: Mary Jane Hunt becomes 
coordinator for Oregon Donor 
Program; Oregon first state to 
adopt “routine inquiry” of next 
of kin; Bobby Olive’s mother 
loses son and says ‘yes’ to 
donation for OHSU’s first heart 
transplant.
 
1986: Eye donation doubles 
as a result of routine inquiry and Oregon Donor 
Program outreach. 
 

1988: OHSU begins liver transplant program. 
Oregon Donor Program creates referral phone line.
 

1990: Mary Jane named executive director; donor 
registrations climb to 727,500.
 

1994: With Mary Jane’s drive, Anatomical Gift Act 
simplified to eliminate two-signature requirement. 
 

1995: First Threads of Life Quilt unveiled. 
 

1997: First Gift of Life Rose planted.
 

2004: Mary Jane elected to Donate Life America’s 
Board of Directors.
 

2005: Mary Jane asks OR Legislature to pass 
HB 3197, so DMV donor registration data can be 
accessed by local procurement agencies through 
creation of a secure, electronic registry. 
 

2006: Meyer Memorial Trust provides initial funding 
for registry creation and campaign.
 

2007: Oregon Donor Program becomes Donate Life 
Northwest, launches secure and accessible donor 
registry; DMV transfers more than 1 million records 
to the registry, 1,000 more people register online in 
first month.
 

2009: “D” Campaign reaches those previously 
resistant to donation, just before license renewal.  
 

2010: Donate Life Northwest celebrates 35th 
anniversary, and Mary Jane Hunt’s 25 years of 
service. 
 
Today: 2.2 million Oregonians are registered 
donors; Oregon and Washington registration rates 
surpass most states.
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Dear Friends of Donate Life Northwest, 

As a longtime volunteer board member and current chair, I want to thank 
 all supporters of donation and transplantation and ask you to join me in  
saluting the tremendous contributions of Mary Jane Hunt.  

Past and current volunteer leaders know so many stories of hope and  
celebration are a result of Mary Jane’s work. Thousands have received  
the gifts of life, sight and health because Mary Jane led the charge to  
replace donor cards with a comprehensive electronic database. To  
achieve registration rates far surpassing most of the country, she drove  
education and outreach programs that built a great cultural appreciation  
for organ, eye and tissue donation.
 
When Mary Jane told us she did not want retirement gifts, but instead  
asked that contributions be made to grow Donate Life Northwest programs, we knew we had to step up. Her team 
of staff and volunteers has made great strides in reaching those resistant to donation, but she wants to continue 
accelerating these efforts as she prepares to retire. 

Mary Jane knows our high registration rates alone are not enough when thousands are desperately waiting for 
transplants. Far too many still say “no” to donation, so outreach is crucial. That’s why I’m proud to announce the:

MATCH CAMPAIGN for the MARY JANE HUNT LEADERSHIP FUND.

If you will do your part with a special financial gift, my fellow leadership volunteers and I – and Mary Jane herself - will 
match your contribution, dollar-for-dollar!  

Please join us. Together we can double down on programs to change hearts and minds, and bring hope to those who 
wait. Thank you!

Sincerely, 

David Bledsoe
Board Chair

P.S. Your contribution is vital to Donate Life Northwest.  
Do you part by writing “Match” on your check and using  
the enclosed envelope, or give online and find more 
information at donatelifenw.org/match.

Your Contribution Goes Twice as Far

The mission of the Pacific Northwest Transplant Bank to save 
lives has been directly impacted 
by Mary Jane’s hard work and 
leadership. I am proud to honor her 
by matching your gift.  – Mike Seely Executive Director

My daughter Carrie
 was 16 when she 

told me she wanted
 to be a donor. 

Less than a year la
ter, her decision 

saved four lives and
 gave the gift of 

sight to two other
s. I’m proud to 

continue Carrie’s le
gacy as a volunteer

, 

and I’m proud to he
lp match your gift.

  

– Scott Nance 
Board Member
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Grand Prize, Aloha: Six nights in Maui condo with 
round trip airfare for two. Thanks to Alaska Airlines 
and Bruce Shelley.

2nd Prize, Bend Getaway: Three nights at Seventh 
Mountain Resort, $100 Deschutes Brewery gift card, 
and Wanderlust Tours Adventure. Thanks to Jack & 
Joan Snook.

3rd Prize, Hotel Monaco Romance Package  
Thanks to Terri Thornberg and the Comeau family,  
in loving memory of Kyle Comeau.

4th Prize, Kindle Fire HD & $50 Amazon card.
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To purchase your $20 raffle tickets, or 
to volunteer to sell tickets, please visit: 
donatelifenw.org/raffle or call 1.800.452.1369 
A limited number of tickets will be sold.

Your Chance to Win a Trip to Maui Gives Others a Chance for a Lifesaving Transplant

WHAT’S CHANGING AFTER 28 YEARS?


